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Set in the recession of the 1980s a
desperate young couple make a pact to kill
themselves and their two daughters at the
end of one last magical seaside holiday. In
the course of that week, as the suspense
builds and they confront every assumption
they have ever made about themselves, and
each other, the traumatic pasts they have
inherited are revealed, and they begin to
understand that some experiences are so
terrible they cannot be resolved in one
lifetime but are handed down through
generations. Seen through the eyes of the
youngest daughter, Thecla Milner, this is a
story about the meaning of survival, the
fragility of adulthood, and most of all, - a
childs determination to live. To quote from
one of the reviews: There are no easy outs
and there is nothing predictable about this
book. Dont miss it. And another: The plot
is potentially a disturbing one but it packs
such humanity and humour in it, you
actually feel uplifted. And a third: It is
probably one of the most powerfully
emotional books Ive read recently. And a
third: I was captivated..,the story
inexorably moves ahead catching the
reader in its suspenseful wake.
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